MUSSOLINI
as a detail, that all the motions and the official reports which had appeared in the papers in concise form have been written by my hand/'
Then came the unification of the police forces. The Royal Guards, created by Nitti were suppressed, although their suppression had a number of ' unfortunate incidents ' as a consequence. Disturbances started at Milan and in Turin. But, as Mussolini says, " the immediate dissolving of an armed body of forty thousand men cost only four dead and some tens of wounded/'
The next step was the realisation of Mussolini's deep-rooted anti-masonic policy. He denounces it violently. " We must not forget that this shady institution with its secret character has always had in Italy the typical character of briber and blackmailer/'
Early in 1923 Mussolini united the Nationalist Parties with Fascism. The blue shirts of the former and the black shirts of the latter became ' united in a perfect chivalrous sentiment and political loyalty/
In April, 1923, the ' Popular Party' held a congress in Turin, the majority voting in